The Wisdom of the Cross
1 Corinthians 1

Paul, called to be an apostle of Jesus Christ through the will of God, and Sosthenes
our brother, 2 To the church of God which is at Corinth, to those who are
sanctified in Christ Jesus, called to be saints, with all who in every place call on the
name of Jesus Christ our Lord, both theirs and ours: 3 Grace to you and peace
from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ. 4 | thank my God always
concerning you for the grace of God which was given to you by Christ Jesus, 5 that
you were enriched in everything by Him in all utterance and all knowledge, 6 even
as the testimony of Christ was confirmed in you, 7 so that you come short in no
gift, eagerly waiting for the revelation of our Lord Jesus Christ, 8 who will also
confirm you to the end, that you may be blameless in the day of our Lord Jesus
Christ. 9 God is faithful, by whom you were called into the fellowship of His Son,
Jesus Christ our Lord. 10 Now | plead with you, brethren, by the name of our Lord
Jesus Christ, that you all speak the same thing, and that there be no divisions
among you, but that you be perfectly joined together in the same mind and in the
same judgment. 11 For it has been declared to me concerning you, my brethren,
by those of Chloe’s household, that there are contentions among you. 12 Now |
say this, that each of you says, “l am of Paul,” or “I am of Apollos,” or “l am of
Cephas,” or “I am of Christ.” 13 Is Christ divided? Was Paul crucified for you? Or
were you baptized in the name of Paul? 14 | thank God that | baptized none of you
except Crispus and Gaius, 15 lest anyone should say that | had baptized in my own
name. 16 Yes, | also baptized the household of Stephanas. Besides, | do not know
whether | baptized any other. 17 For Christ did not send me to baptize, but to
preach the gospel, not with wisdom of words, lest the cross of Christ should be
made of no effect. 18 For the message of the cross is foolishness to those who are
perishing, but to us who are being saved it is the power of God. 19 For it is
written: “I will destroy the wisdom of the wise, And bring to nothing the
understanding of the prudent.” 20 Where is the wise? Where is the scribe? Where
is the disputer of this age? Has not God made foolish the wisdom of this world?
21 For since, in the wisdom of God, the world through wisdom did not know God,
it pleased God through the foolishness of the message preached to save those
who believe. 22 For Jews request a sign, and Greeks seek after wisdom; 23 but we
preach Christ crucified, to the Jews a stumbling block and to the Greeks
foolishness, 24 but to those who are called, both Jews and Greeks, Christ the
power of God and the wisdom of God. 25 Because the foolishness of God is wiser
than men, and the weakness of God is stronger than men. 26 For you see your
calling, brethren, that not many wise according to the flesh, not many mighty, not
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many noble, are called. 27 But God has chosen the foolish things of the world to
put to shame the wise, and God has chosen the weak things of the world to put to
shame the things which are mighty; 28 and the [m]base things of the world and
the things which are despised God has chosen, and the things which are not, to
bring to nothing the things that are, 29 that no flesh should glory in His presence.
30 But of Him you are in Christ Jesus, who became for us wisdom from God—and
righteousness and sanctification and redemption— 31 that, as it is written, “He
who glories, let him glory in the Lord.”

I. Remember Your Calling in Christ (1 Corinthians 1:1-9)
A. We Are Called by God's Grace (vv. 1-3)

« Romans 8:30 — Those whom God called, He also justified.

o 2Timothy 1:9 — God called us according to His purpose and grace.
B. God Faithfully Sustains Those He Calls (vv. 4-9)

« Lamentations 3:22-23 — His mercies are new every morning.

o Hebrews 10:23 — He who promised is faithful.

Il. Reject Division and Exalt Christ Alone (1 Corinthians 1:10-17)
A. Unity Is Found Only in Christ (vv. 10-13)
o Psalm 133:1 - How good and pleasant it is when brethren dwell together in
unity.
« Ephesians 4:1-6 — Maintain the unity of the Spirit.
B. The Gospel Is Greater Than Personalities (vv. 14-17)
« Galatians 1:10 — Seek to please God rather than men.
o Acts 20:28 — Shepherd the church purchased with Christ's blood.

lll. Embrace the Wisdom and Power of the Cross (1 Corinthians 1:18—-
31)
A. God's Wisdom Appears Foolish to the World (vv. 18-25)
« Romans 1:16 — The gospel is the power of God unto salvation.
o Colossians 2:14-15 — Christ triumphed through the cross.
B. God Uses the Weak to Display His Glory (vv. 26—-31)
o 2 Corinthians 12:9 — God's strength is made perfect in weakness.
« James 2:5 — God has chosen the poor in faith.

Reflective Questions
1. Is my identity rooted more in Christ's calling than in my achievements,
failures, or reputation?
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2. Am | contributing to the unity of Christ's church, or have pride, preferences,
or personal loyalties created unnecessary division?
3. Does my daily life demonstrate confidence in the wisdom and power of the

cross, or am | relying more on human wisdom and personal strength than
on Christ?



